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Dear Lord, at the beginning of this New Year, I remember that you are a God of beginnings and endings.  You created the world with all its eternal patterns.  Winter begins in frost, and ends in Spring's thaw.  Spring begins in new, green life, ending in Summer's heat.  Summer begins in sunshine, and ends in Autumn's breezes.  And Autumn's color leads to the white of Winter again.  As another year ends and begins in our lives, help us to remember that you have made a world of cycle.  When fortune turns to trials, or hardship turns to joy, help me to take delight in the life I've received from you.  Remind me that I will one day pass from this world and enter a new life like those who have gone before me.  Amen.

On this New Year's Day

we pray that the blessings of God

be with you and your loved ones.

Father Joseph Benintende

Father Bernard Osei Ampong

Sister Marie Denise Monser

Mr. Peter Derway

Mr. Larry Curran

Kathy, Mary, Janice, Betty, Ruth,

Hubert, Mike, Doug, and Don

Diane, Mel and Julia
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Our First Thursday Exposition of the Month will be on Thursday, January 5 2012.  We invite you begin the New Year by spending time in prayer - especially asking the Lord to give us more Priests in the Church.  Exposition will begin at 12:30 p.m. and conclude with Evening Prayer and Benediction at 7:00 p.m.
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Top 10 New Year's resolutions...

with a Christian twist!

1. Get in shape - try kneeling, then standing, then bowing, then genuflecting...before God.

2. Eat healthier - nothing is healthier to consume than the Eucharist.

3. Get out of debt - spiritual debt...go to church and receive the treasures of the heart.

4. Stop smoking - stop fuming with anger, emotional pain or bitterness.  Visit the altar of forgiveness,

5. Start budgeting - your time better, making more time for prayer.

6. Get a new job - or perhaps join a parish ministry and help God with His job.

7. Spend more time with family - your Holy family, by making church your 2nd home.

8. Save more or make more money - store heavenly treasures by random acts of kindness.

9. Get your life organized - put Christ first...everything else falls into place.

10. Give more - time, talent or treasure...which

ever you can afford.
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Father Benintende officially retires today,

January 1, 2012
Father will continue to live at the rectory until his apartment is available in March; and will celebrate Mass at Saint Mary's occasionally.

On Sunday, January 15, 2012

Father Joe will celebrate the 10:30 a.m. Mass

and we will have a retirement party for him

immediately following in the Parish Hall.

Readings for the Week of January 1, 2012

Sunday:

Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Monday:
1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28

Tuesday:
1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Jn 1:29-34

Wednesday:
1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42

Thursday:
1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51

Friday:

1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38

Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11

Next Sunday:
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
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Galatians 4:4-7

Mother of God, Child of God

We inherit a lot from our parents—name,
nationality, ethnicity, genes and health. All chil-
dren receive formation and habits important to
the parents who raise them. Whether by birth or
adoption, receiving a child into a family is a
moment weighted with the importance of history.
The child receives what the family values.

St. Paul tells the Galatians that God’s Son came
to us “born of a woman.” Jesus came as a very dif-
ferent kind of child—a divine child, “adopted” by
humanity. He shared all that we share in our
human nature.

Jesus accepted this in order that we might
become very different kind of children—human
children, “adopted” by divinity. God sends the
Spirit into our hearts so that we may fully inherit
all that is outrs as children of God: a name, a family
of believers, a system of values, the guidance of
love, and a global community that has more hope
than it could possibly imagine.

Today’s solemnity remembers Mary as the
Mother of God. On this day we acclaim her for
her decision to cooperate with God’s plan of sal-
vation. We do it under a special title: Mother of
God. In that phrase we meet the mystery of God’s
love for us. God became human, so that we might
inherit evetlasting life.

On this day we express our gratitude to God
for Mary’s example of service. And we rejoice that
because of her we can all be called children of
God.

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2008, Resonrce Publications, Inc.,
888-273-7782, www.rpinet.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permis-
sion from Lectionary Bulletin Inserts, Year B: First and Second Readings.






Blessing of Calendars

This prayer written by Diana Macalintal



In every age, O God, you have been our help.  To the wise men of the East, your star rose at the appointed time to lead them to your Son.
To those at the Jordan, your Spirit descended upon Jesus to show us that indeed the time of your kingdom had come.
And at the wedding banquet of Cana, time stood still as the guests drank fully from the bottomless cup of joy Christ provided.
You created all time and set the stars in motion, and yet not one second of our life goes by without your care.
Bless then our time-keepers—our calendars and clocks, watches and daytimers, computers and cell phones, notepads and notebooks.
Help us not be slaves to them or to fill them so much that we miss your presence here and now.
But let us use them to help us be in the right place at the right time where we can do your will and witness you at work in our world.
May we remember each moment and never forget that you are with us until the end of time. 

This we pray in the name of Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha and Omega.  To him be glory and power through every age for ever and ever. Amen. 
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FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

We are very much aware that many people in our community are struggling to make ends meet - to pay for utility bills and to put food on the table.  We invite you to take a Zip-Lock Bag and fill it with excess coins that you might have lying around.  Then when we gather on the 8th of January to celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany bring your bag and be part of the procession to the Christmas Crib by placing your coins in the baskets provided.  Monies collected will be used to aid those in need.

[image: image8.wmf]
Begin the New Year by helping to provide a hot meal and warm fellowship at Saturday’s Bread on January 14th.  Adults and youth 12 and over are welcome.  Please sign up to participate by calling Ellen at 432-5514 or by e-mail at ealex@stny.rr.com.  Other dates for 2012 are March 3rd, May 5th, July 7th, September 1st, and November 3rd.

Get a Fire Blazing in Minutes

Believe it or not, you can get a blaze going in a minute with these Holy Smokes Firestarters, which combine recycled church candles and wood fiber.  One-quarter stick of starter gets logs going without newspaper and their toxic chemicals.  Amen!   With every purchase you make Habitat for Humanity receives a donation.  One package will start more than 30 fires.  Set of two packages.  Scented.  USA.  For sale by our Saint Mary's Youth Group!
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TUESDAY MORNING DISCUSSION GROUP

January 3rd at 10:00 a.m.

The Holy Land Revealed

Lesson 14
Discovery and Site of the Dead Sea Scrolls
By Professor Jodi Magness

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Parish Mission here at Saint Mary's, Oneonta

March 24 - 29, 2012

conducted by

Sister Joan Bukrey, Father Michael Champlin

and Father Nicholas Punch

of

The Thomas More Center
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A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

The gospel today shows Mary and Joseph weren’t ‘perfect’ parents.  If you have ever been ‘amazed’ and ‘astonished’ at what came out of your child’s mouth, then you are in good company.  If there were times you ‘didn’t understand’ your children or felt ‘anxious’ about their behavior so did Mary and Joseph.  Parenting is tough but it is also the stuff of holiness.
MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Welcome to a new year!  Discover something new about your spouse today.  Do you know his/her favorite website, in-law, romantic turn-on, scripture passage, etc.
PARENTING POINTERS

Think of a wise thing that your child has done or something that he/she has taught you?  Affirm this wisdom in your child.  Learn from each other.
Please remember our parish in your will…we are:
“St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Oneonta, NY"



December 31, 2011 - January 8, 2012

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2011
4:00 p.m.
John Powers & Laurie Layton Families



Rafaella & John Gallucci



 by Frank & Aida Gallucci

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012

10:30 a.m.
People of Saint Mary's Parish



AND



Parish Priests by Church Family

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2012

9:00 a.m.
Donna Hathaway by Kathy Grygiel

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2012
9:00 a.m.
Deceased Members of The Drago & Picotti
 

Families by Tony & Marcella

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2012

9:00 a.m.
Harriet Mitchell (10th Ann) by Family

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2012

9:00 a.m.
Richard Day by The Karlovich Family
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 2012
9:00 a.m.
For the Intentions of 



The Sacred Heart Home Schoolers
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2012

4:00 p.m.
Catherine Mondillo by Ann Oliver & Family




and Edith Armstrong


Anne Marie Sullivan




by Jason & Maryanne Ogden



Tim Mc Donald (4th Ann) by Family

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2012

8:30 a.m.
Philip Colone (12th Ann) by Children


Joseph Fiederer by Kevin Mroczkowski
10:30 a.m.
People of Saint Mary's Parish



Emil & Alice Tisenchek by Family


Enzo Marchiano by Rose Grigoli
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn

January 1 - 7, 2012

in loving memory of

Mimi Vagliardo

by Jim Vagliardo and Daughter
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It’s an Epiphany Party!

Religious Education classes will resume on Jan. 8, the Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord.  We will be celebrating with a family prayer service and party at 9:30.  Please plan to join us; you are welcome to bring drinks or baked goods to add to our festive table.  ALL ARE WELCOME!


PRAYER CORNER

We ask that you remember in your prayers the following persons who are ill: Phil and Patricia Devine, Sharon Ann Hickey, Frank Furlan, Beulah and Ralph Morley, Barbaranne Nelson, Frances Baker, Mary Downs, Margaret Osterhoudt, Kathleen O'Hara, Owen Howarth, Betty Benintende, Dorothy Walsh, Robert Conway, Deborah Conway, Jack Stanley, George Parslow, Pat Healey, Ruth Healey, Noel Ranieri, Joseph Mercun, Karen Kelsey, Kristen Collins, Christine Schermerhorn, Joan Ingram, Jason "Jake" Deleski, Paula Hickey, Patty & Carl Wener, Victor Olmedo, Robert A. Harlem, Marlene Nagy and George Gerken
(names will remain on the prayer list for four weeks, and then removed unless notified by family - thank you)

We pray for the men and women of our parish and community who are serving in the military.
We remember in prayer the following Priests of The Albany Diocese: Fathers Richard Vosko, Daniel Maher, Adam Forno, Dennis Murphy, Quy Vo, Joseph Halloran, Ronald Green, John Lanese, Thomas Powers, David Hammond, James Lonergan, Rufino Maloney and Bishop Howard Hubbard
Let us remember those who have died especially the members of our families and parish community.
Is Your Child Preparing for
First Reconciliation and First Communion?
Please remember to send a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate to the Faith Formation office. You may drop them, off on Sunday morning, bring them to the rectory or mail them to us at 39 Walnut Street, attn: Faith Formation. Thank you!
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The Parish Office and Food Pantry will be CLOSED for New Year's

beginning Friday, December 30, 2011 
through Monday, January 2, 2012.

We will reopen on
Tuesday, January 3, 2012
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