St. Mary's Church, Oneonta






Second Sunday of Advent B 2
2 Peter 3:8-14

Delays, Delays

We wait for many reasons. We wait because others got in line before us, or because the staff is short-handed. We wait because someone hasn’t come home yet, or because the soup isn’t hot. Children can’t wait to be treated like adults, but they must. They must wait until they mature, learning more about life, the character of others, and the character of themselves.

It is this kind of waiting—the waiting for children to mature—that is one of the characteristics of Advent.

When the Second Letter of Peter was written, people had been expecting the imminent return of Jesus Christ. He had promised to come again. His disciples believed him. Many thought they would live to see him return, but it hadn’t happened yet. Now a new confusion arose. Where is Jesus? Why does he delay? What is he waiting for?

The letter says, “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard ‘delay,’ but he is patient with you.” Jesus is not dragging his feet because he is slow. He is taking his time because we are slow. He does not wish “that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

The day of the Lord will come, and we’d better be ready. But one reason for the “delay” is to give us time to repent, reform our lives, and awaken our expectation for Christ. That is what Advent is for

Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2008, Resource Publications, Inc., 888-273-7782, www.rpinet.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Lectionary Bulletin Inserts, Year B: First and Second Readings.
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The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on Monday, December 5th at 7:30 p.m. (following Advent Vespers) in the Rectory Basement Meeting Room.


Readings for the Week of December 4, 2011

Sunday:

Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

Monday:
Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday:
Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday:
Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30

Thursday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38

Friday:

Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday:
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Next Sunday:
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/


Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
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Rosary Society Meeting- Our next meeting will be Tuesday Dec. 6th at 6pm in the Parish Center.  This will be our Christmas Dinner. Remember to bring your wrapped gift for our family and a dish to pass.  We will call to remind you or call Kathy at 432-9015.

After all the Liturgies, December 10th and 11th, the Rosary Society invites parishioners to come to the Parish Center for refreshments.  Earlier this Fall the Rosary Society started a new fund-raising effort selling Rada cutlery.  The response was positive, so now we will have many choices in cutlery gift sets in time for the holiday giving.  Plan to join our parish community for this holiday event.
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The Young at Heart will meet at CHRISTOPHERS Restaurant on WEDNESDAY Dec 14 at 12 PM.  We are having a Luncheon Buffet. Cost is $12.  Reservations and payment must be made at the Rectory.  Cut off date is Dec 7.  In lieu of bringing food for the Food Pantry, we will take up a collection.  Any questions, call Angie 432-6088.

PASTORAL CARE MINISTERS
The 2012 Visiting The Sick and Homebound Handbook are available - please pick yours up in the Sacristy.
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CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
Saturday, December 24, 2011
4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.

Carols at 8:45 p.m.
CHRISTMAS DAY

Sunday, December 25, 2011
10:30 a.m.
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Advent Reconciliation Services

Sunday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m.

at Sacred Heart Church, Sidney

Monday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m.

at Saint Mary's, Oneonta

Wednesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Saint Mary's, Cooperstown
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OPEN HOUSE AT OUR PARISH RECTORY

Father Benintende will be having an

Open House at the Rectory

New Year's Day, January 1, 2012
from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

There will be plenty of good food to eat!

Everyone is very warmly invited to come,

bring along family and friends,

and spend some time visiting together.

Please remember our parish in your will…we are:
St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Oneonta, NY
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ADVENT VESPERS

On the Monday's of Advent we will come together to celebrate Vespers at 7:00 p.m. in the Church.  We ask all organizations and groups NOT to schedule meetings or events until 7:30 pm.  Let us, as a Parish Family, use this time to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ.

TUESDAY MORNING DISCUSSION GROUP

December 6th at 10:00 a.m.

The Holy Land Revealed

Lesson 11
The Maccabean Revolt
By Professor Jodi Magness
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Thursday, December 8th

is the Feast of The Immaculate Conception

a Holy Day on which Catholics are to participate at Mass, the same as on a Sunday

We will be having Mass at

12:10 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

BIBLE STUDY
December 8th at 7:30 p.m.
Romans

Lesson 11 - Romans 9:6 - 11:36
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SAINT MARY'S GIVING TREE

The Giving Tree has been is in place.  The tags represent gifts that will be given to residents at Fox Nursing Home, Oneonta Nursing Home, Hampshire House and Robynwood Adult Home.  We are asking that gifts be returned no later than Sunday, December 11th.
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HELP US TO DECORATE THE CHURCH

FOR CHRISTMAS

We can use your help on Thursday, Dec. 22nd at 10 a.m. to decorate the Church - no heavy work.  Please come and be part of this event.
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A sincere thank you to all who helped to make our Thanksgiving dinner a huge success.  We served 544 meals, and still had leftovers of everything except turkey!  Over 200 meals were delivered to the homebound, so a special thank you to Aileen Farago who received the meal request calls, and Tom Rowe who organized the requests into delivery routes for the drivers.  A special thank you to Carol Forman who received phone calls from volunteers and food donors.  To all who donated turkeys, baked pies and sweet breads, made monetary donations, and to all who volunteered, be assured your contribution helped to provide a delicious meal.  Thank you one and all for being the hands of Christ.

Our Thanks to the 7 bakers of the mini-loaves distributed at our Thanksgiving liturgies. Jean, Don, JoAnn, MaryAlice, Karen, Francine and Martie - your multiplication of the loaves is much appreciated.
Thanks to all who participated in the Respect For Life Committee Baby Bottle Drive, we were able to raise $1,200 for Birthright of Sidney with the funds necessary to provide expectant Mom’s with much needed pre-natal care and God’s precious little ones with baby essentials.  God bless you for those pennies, nickels, dimes and dollars.
Thank you to all of the volunteers AND donors who helped make this Fall’s annual bake sale a success.  There was a delicious selection of pies, breads and assorted goodies to choose from.  We raised $673.75 for the church renovation fund and we look forward to having another sale in the Spring!





Join with us on Wednesday, December 14th

at 7:00 p.m. in the Rectory Meeting Room

to view

BERNARDIN, the award-winning documentary film that explores the life and legacy of Chicago's Cardinal Joseph Bernardin.  The film, which won the coveted Gabriel Award when it originally aired in 1998, tells how Bernardin came to national prominence with the controversial pastoral letter The Challenge of Peace.  It also shows how Bernardin devoted his life to finding "common ground" among faith traditions and differing sides in his own Catholic Church.  But Bernardin may be best remembered as the highest ranking Catholic clergyman to be accused of sexual misconduct- only to be exonerated in the end.

A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar

Why is it so hard to forgive, yet so easy to get even? Listen to John the Baptist in today’s gospel and repent of the anger and ugly feelings which block your ability to forgive. This Christmas give a gift which makes a difference. Give forgiveness.

MARRIAGE MOMENTS
Dec. 6th is the feast of St. Nicholas.  Consider putting a treat in your spouse's shoe (a chocolate kiss, a love note, a coupon for a favor like a backrub or a chore you'll relieve your spouse of the next day).
PARENTING POINTERS
Advent is the season we prepare again for Jesus coming into the world.  It's also a very hectic time for most families.  Pause today to remember the reason for the season.  Light a candle on the Advent wreath to calm yourself and your children.
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December 3 - 11, 2011

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2011
4:00 p.m.
Edward "Ned" Mc Graw



by Daughter Kelly Catella



Sebastian Saglimbeni by Wife & Daughters



Jerry Nugent by Mary Anne Nugent

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2011
8:30 a.m.
Gina Patton by Mary E. Laing



Carol Burkart by Husband



For the People of Saint Mary's

10:30 a.m.
Constance Vergari (6th Ann) by Husband, Paul



Susanna Grigoli by John & Naomi Grigoli

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2011

12:10 p.m.
Daniel Clune (Ann. Rem) by Mattie & Family

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2011

12:10 p.m.
John & Jane James by Reuben & Mary Ann

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2011
12:10 p.m.
Father John Burns & Father Murphy by Reuben

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2011

12:10 p.m.
John Foti by Family

6:30 p.m.
Helen Elwood by Family
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2011

12:10 p.m.
Intentions of Ray Ethier




by Diz & JoAnn LaMonica

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2011
4:00 p.m.
Lucille Pym by George & Madeline Seger



Bette Signor by Joe Signor



Gary Sparaco by Mary Ann Ross



Angela Craven (Wedding Ann)




by Husband, Dean Craven

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2011
8:30 a.m.
Dorothy Joyce by Family


Al Parisian by Kathleen Catella



Andy Holowacz by Marianna Leib



People of Saint Mary's

10:30 a.m.
Kathleen Oliver Pondolfino




by Mary Anne Nugent



Peg Berkery by Tom & Christine


Angelo Ciero by Anna & Ralph Rossi


Anthony Cillis by Betty Benintende

Get a Fire Blazing in Minutes

Believe it or not, you can get a blaze going in a minute with these Holy Smokes Firestarters, which combine recycled church candles and wood fiber.  One-quarter stick of starter gets logs going without newspaper and their toxic chemicals.  Amen!  A truly ecumenical blend: 30% Lutheran, 30% Catholic and 40% all others.  With every purchase you make Habitat for Humanity receives a donation.  One package will start more than 30 fires.  Set of two packages.  Scented.  USA.  For sale by our Saint Mary's Youth Group!


PRAYER CORNER

We ask that you remember in your prayers the following persons who are ill: Phil and Patricia Devine, Sharon Ann Hickey, Frank Furlan, Beulah and Ralph Morley, Barbaranne Nelson, Frances Baker, Mary Downs, Margaret Osterhoudt, Kathleen O'Hara, Owen Howarth, Betty Benintende, Dorothy Walsh, Robert Conway, Deborah Conway, Jack Stanley, George Parslow, Pat Healey, Ruth Healey, Noel Ranieri, Joseph Mercun, Karen Kelsey, Kristen Collins, Christine Schermerhorn, Joan Ingram, Jason "Jake" Deleski, Paula Hickey, Patty & Carl Wener, Victor Olmedo and Robert A. Harlem
(names will remain on the prayer list for four weeks, and then removed unless notified by family - thank you)

We pray for the men and women of our parish and community who are serving in the military, especially Sgt. Josephine M. (Diglia) Hendrich, Airman Ben T. Nelson, Airman Douglas Lent, Lt. Col. Patrick M. Clune, SPC Brandon Reed, AF/JAG Jason Hull, Seaman Zachary Thomas, Brendan Evans, Tyler Evans, Seaman Joyce Collier, Corporal. Aaron De Dominicis, Maj. Ramona Discavage, and Spec. Thomas Genzardi
We remember in prayer the following Priests of The Albany Diocese: Fathers Simon Udemgba, Rendell Torres, William Pape, John Provost, Thomas Kelly, Anthony Kall, Joseph D'Agostino, Anthony Ligato, Joseph Anselment, Donald Czelusniak and Bishop Harry Flynn
Let us remember those who have died especially the members of our families and parish community.
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CHRISTMAS LITURGICAL MOVEMENT

Anyone interested in Participating in our Annual Christmas Eve Liturgical Movement during the Responsorial Psalm at the 4 p.m. Liturgy should come to the rehearsal on Sunday, December 4, 11 and 18 at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Center and also on Saturday, December 24th at 1 p.m. in the Church.  For more information please contact Bridgette Shephardson at 287-4648.
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