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I'm sure that all of you have seen the words "wash me" written in the dust of a dirty car.  The car seems to have a voice of its own and is calling out to you to respond to its plea.  Maybe your dirty dishes do the same thing; or that broken screen or leaky faucet.  All are things calling out - wash me, fix me, clean me.  But, of course, none of them have a real voice.  We don't actually hear any words, but their call is insistent, isn't it?

Every day we are being called by things and people and by God.  It's here that we need to develop an awareness of God's voice so that we don't keep missing the call.  If your child is sick and needs you, you don't need any special sensitivity to know you have to respond to that call.  Sometimes God's voice is very loud.  But that is not always the case.

These are countless times when we are in danger of missing a particular call.  When we are in the process of trying to discover the voice of God in our everyday lives, probably the first place to look is in the area of our relationships.  After all, loving our neighbor is a primary commandment, and so we need to pay attention to how God might be calling us through our relationships with family, friends, and acquaintances.
So how do we prepare ourselves to hear God in the midst of our sometimes frantic and hurried lives?  Most likely the first thing we need to do is simply become aware that each day is filled with God's voice.  Once we admit that God is present in our day-to-day lives, then we will at least have the chance of hearing the divine call.  Some parents place a disobedient child in a "time out" if the little one hasn't been listening.  Maybe we also would benefit from a short time out each day, for listening!

Let's all take some time this week to lift up in prayer the men who will be part of the Second Men's Cornerstone Experience at Saint Mary's, February 9 and 10.  May the 27 hours that make up this experience, be for each of them a time to listen, to  listen to their own hearts, the shared message from the team and other participants, and most of all to the voice of God.  I wish to take this opportunity to thank all who will make this experience happen.  May graces flow in abundance.  There is still time to sign-up for Men's Cornerstone.




Father Joe
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The Feast of Saint Blaise is February 3rd, and it is a tradition of the Catholic Church to Bless Throats on Saint Blaise Day.  To make it possible for the majority of people to receive this Blessing - the Blessing will take place after ALL of the Masses on February 3 and 4
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SUPER BOWL SUNDAY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2007
at Saint Mary's

Party in our Parish Center 

from 4:00 pm. until ????

· watch the game on a big screen with 
members of your Parish Family

· share snack food and half-time pizza

Open to all members and friends of St. Mary's 

bring some snack food

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

We ask all members of the parish, when you come to Mass on Super Bowl Weekend, to bring a can or two of soup to benefit our Saint Mary's Food Pantry.  Thank you!
SAINT MARY'S PARISH MISSION

March 24 - 29, 2007

Come and be part of our Parish Team that will minister with the Precious Blood Missionaries for our Parish Mission.  If you would like to be part of the planning team - to help with any aspect of the Mission - you are invited to join us for a working meeting on Tuesday February 6th at 7:00 p.m. in the Rectory Upstairs Meeting Room.  All are welcome.
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The Diocesan Family Life Office has cancelled Pre - Cana Sessions at Saint Mary's because we don't have enough couples to facilitate the sessions.  We can have this needed ministry restored if we get some volunteers.  Training will be provided: and the Pre Cana Sessions are only twice a year.  If you feel called to this ministry, please call Father Joe.

MARRIED COUPLES: RENEW VOWS

Sunday, February 11 is World Marriage Day!  It is a special day set aside to honor all couples who have embraced the vocation of marriage.  Saint Mary's is planning a very special renewal of vows for all married couples at the 10:00 a.m. Mass on this special day.  All married parishioners are invited and encouraged to participate.  A reception, to which all are invited, will take place in the Parish Center following the Mass.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LOVE

What better way to say "I Love You" than to spend a weekend away with your spouse to not only recapture the intimacy and romance you shared as a young couple, but to learn how to keep that passion burning "from this day forward".  Register for the March 23 - 25th Weekend, which will be held in Cooperstown, by March 4th by calling Ed & Rhonda Staats at 518-279-3243.

WOMEN'S RETREAT - 2007 

Save the dates - April 20-22, 2007 at the Dominican Retreat and Conference Center in Niskayuna, NY.  We will, once again, share the week-end with the women of Sidney.  There are only 48 beds!  A non-refundable advance deposit of $50 will reserve your space.  Don't delay!  The total fee for the week-end is $180.00 (65 and over $165.00)  Questions? Call Martie 432-2852 or Barbara 432-5509 or Bernadette 

432-8083
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Ministers of Communion to the Hospital, Nursing Homes and Homebound - if you have not picked up your new "Visiting the Sick and Homebound Guide", they are available in the sacristy.  Please check off your name when you pick up your book.
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TAIZE PRAYER
at Saint Mary's

Monday, February 19 at 7 p.m.
Taize prayer is a meditative form of prayer. Through the repetition of musical phrases over and over, your body and your mind slow down enough to be able to listen to the voice of God that is planted deep within you. Don't expect this to happen immediately, however. It takes several times of experiencing Taize before you are able to surrender to its power. The first couple of times you are getting use to the mantras, asking yourself questions about the prayer form and feeling the anxiety of trying to slow down. If you give it some time, you will be amazed when you are actually able to enter into it fully.
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Mark your calendars and plan to attend our Parish Covered Dish Fiesta on Saturday,

March 10th, following the 4:00 p.m. Mass.

The Fiesta is being sponsored by our Peace and Justice Committee - as an opportunity for Deb Parisian, Kevin Dwyer and Father Joe to share with the Parish Community stories, photos and mementos of their trip to San Sebastian, our Sister Parish.  All are invited to attend, and to bring a friend.  If you plan to attend, please plan on bringing a generous dish to share with the community present.
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Our study of the Gospel of Luke continues on Thursday, February 8th at 7 p.m.  Lesson 4
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Saint Mary's Food Pantry served 79 households in December and has been very busy over the past few weeks.  We are in need of spaghetti sauce, canned fruit and main meals (stews, etc).  We are also in need of volunteers - presently we need someone for the first and fourth Friday of each month, as well as people who would like to be on call as substitutes.  The Pantry is open Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.  Pleas feel free to stop by anytime to visit and talk with our volunteers, this may help you to discern if this ministry is for you.  Thank you for your donations.
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The Young At Heart will meet on Feb. 13th at the Parish Center at Noon.  We are having Soup and Sandwich.  Soup will be provided, bring your own sandwich.  Once again, the Line Dancers will be performing.  Bring your own place setting, and please bring food for Saint. Mary's Food Pantry.

If you would like to remember a loved ones anniversary or a special occasion - consider placing flowers on the altar.  $40 for one basket, $80 for two

Stop by or call the parish office to make arrangements.

PARISH MUSICAL

"The Song of Mark"
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If you are interested in being part of this parish venture, as a vocalist, dancer, musician, costume designer, lighting tech, etc, please call Michelle Gardner at 432-1060.  The musical is scheduled for March 2 and 3.  All are invited.


SHARE YOUR FAITH - WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a process designed to give shape to the journey of people who seek to explore the Roman Catholic faith and become members of the Church.  The RCIA TEAM needs enthusiastic adult Catholics to support and share in the formation of our Inquirers and Catechumens.  Are you ready to actively share your faith?  Call Mel at 432-3920 ext. 204 for more information.

FAITH FORMATION IS A LIFETIME ADVENTURE
The Adult Faith Formation Committee meets to plan activities and offerings for the enrichment of all adults in the Saint Mary's community.  Your ideas, your wishes and your presence are important to all of us!  Let us know what kind of Adult Faith Formation opportunities you'd like to see at Saint Mary's, or even better ..... JOIN THE COMMITTEE.  Call Mel at 432-3920 ext. 204 to join the conversation.
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Confirmation will be Celebrated

at Saint Mary's Church, Oneonta

by Bishop Howard Hubbard 

on

Monday, April 30, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.
If you are an Adult who has been Baptized in the Catholic Church, but never had the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation - please call Father Joe or Mel at the Rectory.  All it takes is a few sessions to talk about the Sacrament in your life.
A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE by Bud Ozar

We can learn how to handle stress from today's gospel.  When pressured by the crowd, Jesus got into a boat and "went out a short distance and taught".  Juggling parenting, scheduling, and work can be stressful.  Parents need space also.  A "short distance" is a good parenting tool.

COURAGE: A support group for persons with same sex attractions striving to follow the teachings of the Catholic Church.  For confidential inquiries, call 518-496-4771 or write courage.albany@yahoo.com
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FEBRUARY 3 -FEBRUARY 11, 2007
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2007

4:00 p.m.
Michael Iannelli by Wife, Anna and Children

Nicholas Mondillo by Ann Oliver and Family



and Edith Armstrong

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2007

8:00 a.m.
Respect for Life by Respect for Life Committee



The Kramps Family by Ruth & Maryrose
10:00 a.m.
John Kenneth Stankiewicz (15th Ann) by Family


Baby Cottrell by Martin & Maureen Haviland
7:30 p.m.
John & Frances Dick by The Graig-Tiso Family



People of St. Mary's Parish
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2007

9:00 a.m.
Teresa Gentile by Sam Nader & Family


Lillian Verrelli by The Graig-Tiso Family
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2007

9:00 a.m.
Josef Schmidt by Joe Signor


Anne House by Ange Richards
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

9:00 am.
Gerald Eckerson



Frank Antonucci by Bruno & Freda Scavo
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2007

9:00 a.m.
James Gorman by Father Benintende


Albert Bagnardi by Janet Gransbury
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2007

9:00 a.m.

Susan & Herman Colone by Eileen Colone



James Catella by Sam Nader
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2007
4:00 p.m.
Anthony & Lena Chicorelli by Lucrezia Lettis


Donald Lynd (2nd Ann) by Wife, Felicia
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2007

8:00 a.m.
Father George Philipps 


by Reuben and Maryann James


Mary Wheeler by Mark & Armida Colone
10:00 a.m.
Gary R. Butts by Marion and Family 



Fran Molinari 



by Tom & Christine Schermerhorn
7:30 p.m.
Rosario "Soddy" Mirabito by The Eastmans


For the People of the Parish

THE SANCTUARY LAMP is given in memory of

Mary Wheeler
by Andy & Angie Ennamorato
the lamp will burn 02/04/07 - 02/10/07

Girl Scout Sunday will be celebrated at the 10 a.m. Mass on March 11th.  Girl Scouts (current and past) of all ages are welcome to participate.  Current Girl Scouts may wear their uniforms to church.  Contact Jenny at 432-1301 or FLYNJM64@oneonta.edu if you'd like to be a READER or GREETER.  Contact Father Joe if you'd like to be an ALTAR SERVER.

Readings for the Week of February 4, 2007

Sunday:
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/


Lk. 5:1-11

Monday:
Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56

Tuesday:
Gn 1:20-2:4a/Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday:
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23

Thursday:
Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30

Friday: 

Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37

Saturday:
Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10

Next Sunday:
Jer 17:5-8/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26

In Baltimore, Maryland, city government officials and agency officials working with the homeless have come up with a unique idea.  In downtown Baltimore and the Inner Harbor area they have installed “new” parking meters.  Set back substantially from the curb, these meters allow individuals to put in coins and when they do so, the meter goes from despair to hope.  This represents how financial support of programs for the homeless is so beneficial.  The meters quickly return to reading despair to represent the tremendous need faced in dealing with the homeless population.  What would happen here at St. Mary’s if each family saved its extra change and used it to buy nonperishable food products for the Food Pantry?  We would bring hope to those in our community who struggle each day to meet their family’s basic needs.
PRAYER CORNER
We ask that you remember in your prayers the following persons who are ill: George & Mary Thorne, Phil Devine, Sharon A. Hickey, John Donovan, Phyllis Meehan, Devin Stine, Enrique Cortes, Ann Marie Kitts, Helen Martini, Loretta Latoraca, Matthew Jorganson, Arthur Birdsall, Nancy Lynch, and Catherine Gallagher

---persons will be listed in this space for the period of one month; a member of the family must call names into the parish office.

We pray for the men and women of our parish and community who are serving in the military, especially SP4 James Connolly, Airman Joseph Fairgrieve, Airman Leah N. Lent, Lt .Col. Andrew R Kennedy, Col. Charles W. Fox, AT2 Naval Air Crewman Christopher Kissner, Malcolm Marcewicz., Specialist Vincent J. Diglia, Sergeant Josephine M. Diglia, Corporal Jonathan Sluti, Airman Ben T. Nelson, SSgt Robert Lent, Douglas Lent, and Christopher Santiago

We remember this week the following Priests of The Albany Diocese….Fathers  Thomas Konopka, Paul Cox, Francis Mc Closkey, Ronald Matulewicz, Thomas Chevalier, Francis Du Bois, Peter Murray, John Facci, Arthur Tuttle, William Bauer, John Cairns, Terence Healy and Bishops Howard J. Hubbard and Joseph W. Estabrook

We pray for all of the deceased members of our parish and families especially Father William Furlan
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